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Public Perception of Health Risks of Coronavirus
in Saudi Media: A Study on the Impact of Third
Person Theory

Abstract:

The study aims at identifying the public perception of saudi and non-saudi by
COVID-19 health risks introduced in the saudi media through its influence on their
self behaviours and others from the perspective of the third person theory. The study
was conducted on a Convenient sample of 400 individuals from saudi public and arab
residents. The results of the study indicated that Twitter social media occupied the first
place among other media for gaining information on COVID-19. Wahstapp ranked in
the second place among all media for providing perception on COVID-19. On the other
hand, the formal health ministry website, Instagram, and other electronic saudi news
website, and MBC satellite channel were ranked in the third, fourth, and fifth places
respectively. The potential health risks of COVID-19 introduced in the various saudi
media was influential on myself ranked in the first place from the social distance. In
the second place, the risk of the COVID-19 on the third person from the perspective of
the social distance. The statistical analysis implies the presence of positive significant
relationship between the exposure of public to their perception of the COVID-19
risks on themselves and the third person. The study infer also that there is a positive
significant relationship between the exposure of public and the influence of COVID-19
risks introduced in the various saudi media on themselves and the third person.

Finally, there is a positive significant relationship between perception of COVID-19
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risks introduced in the saudi media on themselves and third person according to their

attitudes against these risks.

Keywords:

Perception, health risks, COVID-19, Saudi Media, third person theory.
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